Why Including Individuals with Intellectual
& Developmental Disabilities (I/DD)
Improves Health Outcomes for Everyone

PUBLIC HEALTH AND DISABILITY

Public Health Includes

Disability

Approximately 1 in 6 people in the United States has a developmental disability. Individuals
with /DD experience higher rates of preventable chronic conditions, barriers to care, and
poorer health outcomes—not because of their disability, but because systems are not

designed inclusively.

Integrating disability into public health systems ensures equitable access, reduces disparities,
and strengthens community resilience for all populations.

D COUNC
HAWAI®

ALOHA STATE

1. Reduces Health Disparities
e Higher rates of chronic conditions can be prevented through
Inclusive care and early intervention.
* Inclusive policies improve screening and health promotion for
the entire population.

Why
Disability

Inclusion
Strengthens
Public
Health

2. Improves Emergency Preparedness
e Individuals with I/DD are disproportionately affected in
disasters.
e Accessible emergency planning strengthens community
resilience for kupuna, families, and those with Access and
Functional Needs (AFN).

3. Strengthens Data and Systems Planning
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e Disability is often missing in public health data.
e Integrating disability identifiers improves resource allocation
and prevention strategies.

4. Enhances Access to Preventive Care
e People with I/DD face barriers to primary care, telehealth, and
transportation.
e Removing barriers improves access for all underserved groups.

5. Advances Health Equity

e Disability is central to equity along with race, ethnicity, and
language access.

 Inclusion fulfills the principle that health is a human right.
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What Inclusive Public Access is Aloha
Health Looks Like

e Accessible and plain-language health information public health initiative is
Providers trained in disability competence essential for building healthy,
Disability data in public health surveillance
Department of Health, Family Health Services Division,
State Council on Developmental Disabilities, University
Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, health includes disabllity,
Hawaii Disabilities Rights Center collaboration Hawai'i is healthier for
Emergency management that supports people with I/DD everyone.

Policies supporting preventive, mental health, and \ \
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Impact in Hawai‘i
Hawai‘i is advancing disability inclusion through:

e SSDI-supported systems development and Family
Health Services Division (FHSD) partnership

e Disability Health Disparities Study (Act 275)

e Silver Alert expansion to include individuals with
/DD

e Smart911 and Access and Functional Needs
(AFN) emergency preparedness initiatives

e Bridging Aging & Disability Networks
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